
 
 

   
DRB MINUTES 
AUGUST 11, 2008 

 
1 

 

1 

 

August 28, 2008 

TO: All Design Review Board Members 

FROM: Will Travis, Executive Director (415/352-3653 travis@bcdc.ca.gov) 
Brad McCrea, Bay Design Analyst (415/352-3615 bradm@bcdc.ca.gov) 

SUBJECT: Approved Minutes August 11, 2008 BCDC Design Review Meeting 

1. Call to Order and Attendance. The Chair, John Kriken, called the meeting to order at 
approximately 6:45 P.M. Other Board members in attendance included Ephraim Hirsch, 
Michael Smiley and Steve Thompson. BCDC staff in attendance included Brad McCrea and Bob 
Batha.  

2. Approval of Draft Minutes for July 7, 2008. Chair Kriken asked if there were any additions 
or changes to the draft minutes for the July 7, 2008 meeting. Mr. Smiley moved that the 
approval of the minutes be held over until the September 8, 2008 meeting because so few of the 
attendees of the July meeting were present. Ephraim Hirsch seconded the motion. Approval of 
the minutes was postponed. 

3. Opus Center, Sierra Point Project in the City of Brisbane, San Mateo County. The Design 
Review Board held a public hearing on a proposal to grade and cap an 8.9-acre closed landfill 
site, and develop an 8-story and a 10-story commercial office building, including a 5-story 
parking garage, on the landfill site located at 2000-4000 Marina Boulevard, in the City of 
Brisbane, San Mateo County. Approximately 31,800 square feet of the site are within the 
Commission’s 100-foot shoreline band jurisdiction. No Bay fill is proposed. Within the 
Commission’s jurisdiction, only public access improvements, a private outdoor terrace, a fire 
access lane, and open space would be developed. Outside of the Commission’s jurisdiction, the 
project includes 348,500 square feet of office space area within two separate buildings, 1,494 
parking spaces, and a five-story parking structure. 

a. Staff Presentation. Mr. McCrea briefly described the design issues as they were 
introduced in the staff report. He introduced Randy Ackerman.  

b. Project Presentation. Mr. Ackerman and the consultants gave a comprehensive 
presentation on the overall project, site design and public access details.  

c. Reviewer Questions. The Board asked several questions of the project sponsors 
regarding:  (1) the color of the trail paving and asphalt; (2) the importance of the proposed view 
corridor; (3) the location of the interpretive plaza; (4) whether the shoreline paving would be 
permeable; and (5) the type of signage that would direct motorist to the public shore parking. 
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d. Public Comment. There was no public comment. 
e. Design Review Board Discussion and Summary. Mr. Hirsch stated that the emergency 

vehicle turnaround should be integrated better into the public access design. He recommended 
“making a place” out of the turnaround.  

Mr. Smiley stated that the view corridor appeared to have importance and that it 
should be strengthened by reconsidering the parking along the walkway that parallels the view 
corridor and moving the major gathering area to the end of the view corridor. Steve Thompson 
and John Kriken agreed, stating that the landscaping and trash enclosure locations should be 
reconsidered in an effort to improve the view and public access to the water. Mr. Smiley stated 
that the contiguous development provided the existing access and view corridor and that this 
proposal should supplement that existing corridor. Mr. Kriken stated that the applicant could 
find spaces within the overall project site that allows the public access path to be more 
welcoming and attractive. He said that there should be some “softening” other than trees and 
that the design of this public access path needs serious study. 

Mr. Kriken stated that the clapper rail fence could be easily defeated by dogs. He 
said that he was not adverse to having it taller than proposed if it is located down slope so as to 
maintain the view to the water. Regarding the public shore parking, he stated that he liked the 
spaces located at the Bay end of the parking lot, as proposed, but that they could be pulled back 
from the shoreline. 

4. Adjournment. Chair Kriken adjourned the meeting at 8:45p.m. 
 
           Respectfully submitted, 
 
  
          BRAD MCCREA 

          Bay Design Analyst 

Approved, with no corrections, at the  
Design Review Board Meeting of September 8, 2008.  

 


